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Dear lvt. Hirshfeld:

,ss

Re: PleasarrWiew Mine variance
Aer/057/003

The Division staff has been reviewing the mining plan variance
sought tryr Interpace for ttre Pleasantvier^l Mine. TLre plan addresses npst
of ttre areas vera/ adequately. Scrne questions still rsnaj:r as to vtry the
variance to R.rIe I\,F10 (12) is being sought.

Rrle IF10 (1) says that "the operator lhatl abardon the area jn a
condition wtr-ich is capable of sulporting a-trnst-rnining use ttrat is
oo,rpatable wittr probable latd uses". If the ultfunate lard use is to be
suturban residentj-al, hotr far in the firtr:re is ttr:is use going to be?
The protrnsed m:ile lj-fe is listed as 25 years p1us. ff tJlis area is to
be developed by ftat ttne, Interpace rnight consider reclaiming thre area
to t$at use when reclamation cclrrrences. If so, please adrrise us of the
metlod and techniE-res for doing so. If this is not trnssiJrle, the Division
would like to see the reclarnaLion ard seeding to natr:ral corditions. In
so doing, Interpace would need to seed with a divense mi:<ttrre of grasses,
shn:bs, forbs, and scne trees if lnssible.

A question was raised as to vfiether ttre .revegetation test plots had
been put in. ff so, Jim Smith, the Division's Reclamation Soils Specialist
and nyself l'puld l-ike to see the r^prk that has been done on ttre plots,
as roell as visit ttre rest of ttre operation. i

F?crn my r:nderstarvling the mine is, at present, still inaccessjJrle.
We i,ould like to have you join us on an on-site inspection of the openation,
at yor:r convenience.

If you have arry questions, do rnt.hesitate to contact ttr-is division.
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